INTRODUCTION
at the beginning of 1940 I wrote a book. Nemesis?, which
told the story of a man then little known outside Germany,
Otto Strasser. It described his upbringing and his distin-
guished service in the war we once called Great; his political
peregrinations in the crazy and turbulent post-war German
years; his eventual enlistment under Hitler's flag, his
disillusionment with, and breakaway from, Hitler; and his
unremitting struggle, now ten years old, in Germany and
in exile, against this Hitler whom he thinks guilty of be-
traying the German cause. Nemesis? also described Otto
Strasser's most stimulating political philosophy and his plans
for the re-making of Germany on a juster social basis.
I felt that both Otto Strasser's fight against Hitler and his
political ideas needed to be far better known in Britain, and
also the importance of the part he yet might play if fate were
kind — kind to him and to the other enemies of Hitler.
This book contains Strasser's own narrative of his work
for, his encounters with, and his long and lonely fight
against, Hitler. Some of it covers ground already broken in
Nemesis?, but this is the man's own story, in his own style,
and fascinating it is. Much of it is of permanent historical
value. No other man could have saved for posterity such
immortal anecdotes as that of the conspiracy among Hitler's
fellow-prisoners at Landsberg in 1923-24, led by Otto's
brother Gregor, to get Hitler to write his memoirs, because
his wordiness was a bore, and that of the convivial party of
National Socialist leaders, far back in the days before the
attainment of power, at which the first-comers agreed that
each newcomer should be asked if he had read Mein Kampf,
the first to answer 'Yes' having to pay the bill —with the
result that each paid his own bill!
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